Being Wronged

1 Corinthians 6:1-11 If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare to take it before the
ungodly for judgment instead of before the Lord’s people? 20r do you not know that the Lord’s
people will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge
trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this
life! * Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, do you ask for a ruling from those
whose way of life is scorned in the church? ° I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is
nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between believers? ° But instead, one brother
takes another to court—and this in front of unbelievers!

" The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated
already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? ® Instead, you yourselves cheat
and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters. ° Or do you not know that wrongdoers
will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor
idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men *° nor thieves nor the greedy nor
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. ** And that is what some
of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

3 reasons it is OK to be wronged

e (God sees and will make things right
e God’s honor is on the line

e Sin is worse than hardship



Additional Bible Passages to Ponder:

Luke 12:13-21 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.” 14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between
you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life
does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 16 And he told them this parable: “The ground
of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I
have no place to store my crops.’” 18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my
barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself,
“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”” 20
“But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will be with whoever
stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”

Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”

1 Timothy 6:6-10 But godliness with contentment is great gain. ' For we brought nothing into
the world, and we can take nothing out of it. ® But if we have food and clothing, we will be
content with that. ° Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many
foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. *° For the love of money
is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced theOmselves with many griefs.

Hebrews 10:34 You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of
your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.

Romans 12:14-21 ** Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. ** Rejoice with those
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. *° Live in harmony with one another. Do not be
proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. *® If it
is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. '° Do not take revenge, my
dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; [ will
repay,” says the Lord. 2 On the contrary:

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”

2 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.



