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The Ellipsis 
 
The Dash by Linda Ellis 
 

I read of a man who stood to speak  

at a funeral of a friend.   

He referred to the dates on the tombstone  

from the beginning...to the end. 
 

He noted that first came the date of birth  

and spoke of the following date with tears,  

but said what mattered most of all  

was the dash between those years. 
 

For that dash represents all the time  

they spent alive on earth  

and now only those who loved them  

know what that little line is worth. 
 

For it matters not, how much we own,  

the cars...the house...the cash.   

What matters is how we lived and loved  

and how we spend our dash. 

So think about this long and hard;  

are there things you'd like to change?   

For you never know how much time is left  

that still can be rearranged. 
 

To be less quick to anger  

and show appreciation more 

and love the people in our lives  

like we’ve never loved before. 
 

If we treat each other with respect  

and more often wear a smile... 

remembering that this special dash  

might only last a little while. 
 

So when your eulogy is being read,  

with your life’s actions to rehash,  

would you be proud of the things they say  

about how you lived your dash? 

 

 

 

 

The Sheep and the Goats – Matthew 25:31-36 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious 

throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave 

me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 

in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 

to visit me.’ 
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 

give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 

clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 

fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty 

and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you 

did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes 

or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 

me.’ 
46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 
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What determined their destiny?  

 

 

How does he refer to them? 

 

 

Were they picked for their acts of good works? 

 

 

How do we get picked for the “right” side? 

 

Romans 3:22b-23 There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God NIV84 

 

Romans 3:20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, 

through the law we become conscious of sin. NIV84 

 

Romans 3:21-22a But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which 

the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to 

all who believe. NIV84 

 

 

How were they treated?  

 

 

 

 

The things they did with the                                    , even the little stuff, mattered for                                     .  

 

Some things we do impact the                                        of other                                       .  

Acts 20:24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and 

complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 

NIV 

 

We want to do things that have                                          impact. 

 
 


