GOD’S SPECIAL FAVOR
(BEATS YOUR SPECIAL COOKIES)

Background of Haggai

Haggai 2:10-12 On December 18 of the second year of King

Darius’s reign, the LORD sent this message to the prophet Haggai:

Y This is what the LORD Almighty says! Ask the priests this

question about the law: *If one of you is carrying a holy sacrifice

in his robes and happens to brush against some bread or stew,

wine or oil, or any other kind of food, will it also become holy?”
The priests replied, “No.”

Haggai 2:13 Then Hagqgai asked, “But if someone becomes
ceremonially unclean by touching a dead person and then brushes
against any of the things mentioned, will it be defiled?”

And the priests answered, “Yes.”

Haggai 2:14 Then Haggai said, “That is how it is with this people
and this nation, says the LORD. Everything they do and everything
they offer is defiled.”

Haggai 2:15-17 So think about this from now on — consider how
things were going for you before you began to lay the foundation
of the LorD ’s Temple. **When you hoped for a twenty-bushel crop,
you harvested only ten. When you expected to draw fifty gallons
from the winepress, you found only twenty. *’I sent blight and
mildew and hail to destroy all the produce of your labor. Yet, even
S0, you refused to return to me, says the LORD. ”

Haggai 2:18-19 “On this eighteenth day of December — the day
when the foundation of the LORD s Temple was laid — carefully
consider this: *°I am giving you a promise now while the seed is
still in the barn, before you have harvested your grain and before
the grapevine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree
have produced their crops. From this day onward | will bless
you.” NLT

Ephesians 2:1-7 Once you were dead, doomed forever because of
your many sins. 2You used to live just like the rest of the world, full
of sin, obeying Satan, the mighty prince of the power of the air. He
is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God.
3All of us used to live that way, following the passions and desires
of our evil nature. We were born with an evil nature, and we were
under God’s anger just like everyone else.

*But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so very much,
>that even while we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life
when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s special
favor that you have been saved!) ®For he raised us from the dead
along with Christ, and we are seated with him in the heavenly
realms — all because we are one with Christ Jesus. ‘And so God
can always point to us as examples of the incredible wealth of his
favor and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us
through Christ Jesus. NLT



