Spiritual Seedlings

The Parable of the Sower

Matthew 13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great crowds gathered
about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told
them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell along
the path, and the birds came and devoured them. ® Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, ® but when the sun rose
they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up and choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° He who has ears, let him hear.” ...

The Parable of the Sower Explained

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: > When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was
sown along the path. ?° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, 2* yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. % As for what was
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. % As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”

May God’s word find a place in our lives

May the trials of life not destroy us (but even purify our faith)

1 Peter 1:3-9 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, *to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you, >who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time. ® In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved
by various trials, ’ so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.  Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now
see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,

% obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

May the cares and riches of this world not choke out our spiritual lives

Luke 10:38-42 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named
Martha welcomed him into her house. ** And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's
feet and listened to his teaching. *° But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up
to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to
help me.” * But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about
many things, ** but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be
taken away from her.”

Luke 5:16 But [Jesus] would withdraw to desolate places and pray.

May we bear fruit



