Staying on Course

The Gospel of Grace 7: Galatians 4:8-20

Galatians 4:8-11 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.
%But now that you know God — or rather are known by God — how is it that you are turning back to those weak
and miserable principles? Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again? “°You are observing special days
and months and seasons and years! | fear for you, that somehow | have wasted my efforts on you.

12| plead with you, brothers, become like me, for I became like you. You have done me no wrong. **As you
know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the gospel to you. **Even though my illness was a trial to
you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if I were an angel of God, as if |
were Christ Jesus himself. *What has happened to all your joy? | can testify that, if you could have done so,
you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. **Have | now become your enemy by telling you the
truth?

" Those people are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What they want is to alienate you [from us], so
that you may be zealous for them. *®1t is fine to be zealous, provided the purpose is good, and to be so always
and not just when I am with you. **My dear children, for whom | am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ
is formed in you, ?®how I wish I could be with you now and change my tone, because | am perplexed about you!
NIV

Big picture:

How do people get so messed up and start following false teachings?
What makes certain teachings appealing?

Hebrews 13:9 Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be
strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them. NIV

2 Timothy 4:3-4 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit
their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears
want to hear. “They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. NIV

Colossians 2:23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed
worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining
sensual indulgence. NIV

Acts 20:29-30 | know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the
flock. *°Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples
after them. NIV
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2 Peter 2:1-3 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers
among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who
bought them — bringing swift destruction on themselves. >Many will follow their shameful ways and
will bring the way of truth into disrepute. *In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they
have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been
sleeping. NIV

1 Timothy 6:20-21 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless
chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, **which some have professed and in
so doing have wandered from the faith. NIV

You must have a source of

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. NIV

John 18:37 Jesus answered [Pilate], “You are right in saying [ am a king. In fact, for this reason | was
born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to
me.” NIV

John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.” NIV

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness. NIV
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