EASILY PLEASED

(STARS, APPLES, AND FROWNIES)

We are motivated by encouragement and reward.

We could greatly motivate one another through encouragement .
Hebrews 3:13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today,
so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. NIV

Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds. %5 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching. NIV

Ideally, the bulk of our encouragement would come from God.
2 Corinthians 5:9 So we make it our goal to please him,
whether we are at home in the body or away from it. NIV

Colossians 1:10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and may please him in every way... NIV

Matthew 25:23a “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!” NIV

Our standing with God is _meaningfully _solid .

God always loves us.

We are completely forgiven.

We are children of God.

Prodigal son: In many ways the son’s standing with the father never changed,
but it did in some ways.

Luke 15:11-32 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons.
12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’
So he divided his property between them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a
distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in
need. ° So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to
his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were
eating, but no one gave him anything.

7“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired men
have food to spare, and here | am starving to death! 18 will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. *°1 am no
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ 2° So he got
up and went to his father.
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“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you.
| am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on
him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it.
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 2* For this son of mine was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.

25 "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house,
he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what
was going on. ?”Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the
fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out
and pleaded with him. 2° But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I've been
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young
goat so | could celebrate with my friends. 2° But when this son of yours who has
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you Kkill the fattened calf for
him!’

31“My son,' the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything | have is
yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” NIV

Bad news: God can be displeased with us.

Acts 5:1-11 Ananias & Sapphira

1 Cor 10:1-12 Example of OT judgement

1 Cor 11:30 That is why some of you have fallen asleep
Revelation 2 & 3 God’s letters to the churches

Good news: God is easily pleased with us.

Paul Murderer
Peter Weak in many ways
Hebrews 11 Hall of Faith

The big takeaway: Don’t miss your stars_and apples .

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes
to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. NIV

Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 2° But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” NIV

Matthew 19:29-30 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother
or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal
life. 3° But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. NIV
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