BEWARE THE YEAST
HIGH CALLING DISCIPLESHIP 15

Jesus’ Teaching: Beware the Yeast

Matthew 7:15 [Jesus said,] “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly
they are ferocious wolves.” niv

Matthew 16:5-12 ...°“Be careful,” Jesus said to them. “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.”... '2...[Jesus] was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the teaching
of the Pharisees and Sadducees. niv

False teachers are out there.

Matthew 15:14 [Jesus replied,] “Leave [the Pharisees]; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the blind,
both will fall into a pit.” niv

Matthew 24:24 [Jesus said,] “For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs
and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.” niv

Galatians 1:6-7 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— ’ which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some
people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. niv

Beware! False teachers are not easy to spot!

Matthew 7:15-20 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly
they are ferocious wolves. '° By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? ! Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad
fruit. '8 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. !° Every tree that does

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 2° Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.”
NIV

2 Peter 2:1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers
among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who
bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. Nniv

2 Corinthians 11:13-14 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles
of Christ. '* And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. '* It is not surprising,
then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions
deserve. Nn1v

Jude 1:3-4a,12a Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I
felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy
people. # For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped
in among you...!2 These people are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest
qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. niv
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Be leery and discerning.
2 Corinthians 11:3-4 But [ am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds
may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. * For if someone comes to
you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the

Spirit you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.
NIV

1 Thessalonians 5:20-21 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 2! but test them all; hold on to what is
good. N1V

1 John 4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. Nniv

Contend for your faith:

Feast on the truth.
Matthew 4:4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God.”” niv

Hold to the trustworthy message.
Titus 1:9 [An elder] must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he
can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. Niv

2 Timothy 4:2-3 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. * For the time will come when people
will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around
them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. Niv

Value the word of God as such.
1 Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God continually because, when you [Thessalonians]
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as
it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. niv

Double-check what you are taught.
Acts 17:11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for
they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if
what Paul said was true. Niv

Emphasize what the Bible emphasizes.
2 Timothy 1:13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and
love in Christ Jesus. Nv

Don’t be starstruck with the latest teacher.
1 Corinthians 1:12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow
Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas [Peter]”; still another, “I follow Christ.” n1v

Know your teachers and mentors.
Hebrews 13:7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. v
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