ASK SEEK KNOCK
HIGH CALLING DISCIPLESHIP 19

Jesus’ Teaching: Ask, Seek, Knock

Matthew 7:7-11 [Jesus said,] “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you. ® For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who
knocks, the door will be opened.

? “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? '° Or if he asks for a fish, will give
him a snake? !! If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! niv

Examples:

Genesis 41:39-40 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you,
there is no one so discerning and wise as you. *’ You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people
are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.” Niv

Daniel 5:16 [King Belshazzar said to Daniel,] “Now I have heard that you are able to give
interpretations and to solve difficult problems. If you can read this writing and tell me what it means,
you will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around your neck, and you will be made the
third highest ruler in the kingdom.” n1v

Esther 5:3 Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the
kingdom, it will be given you.” Nn1v

Esther 5:6 As they were drinking wine, the king again asked Esther, “Now what is your petition? It will
be given you. And what is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” n1v

Esther 7:1-2 So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet, 2 and as they were drinking wine
on the second day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you.
What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” Nniv

Esther 8:7-8 King Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Because Haman attacked
the Jews, I have given his estate to Esther, and they have impaled him on the pole he set up. ® Now write
another decree in the king’s name in behalf of the Jews as seems best to you, and seal it with the king’s
signet ring—for no document written in the king’s name and sealed with his ring can be revoked.” niv

Esther 8:10-11 Mordecai wrote in the name of King Xerxes, sealed the dispatches with the king’s signet
ring, and sent them by mounted couriers, who rode fast horses especially bred for the king.

"' The king’s edict granted the Jews in every city the right to assemble and protect themselves; to
destroy, kill and annihilate the armed men of any nationality or province who might attack them and
their women and children, and to plunder the property of their enemies. Nn1v
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Esther 9:12-13 [The king said to Queen Esther,] “But now, what more do you want? It will be granted to
you; tell me and I will do it.”

13 Esther responded, “If it please the king, give the Jews in Susa permission to do again tomorrow
as they have done today, and let the bodies of Haman’s ten sons be impaled on a pole.” NLT

Matthew 7:9-11 [Jesus said,] “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?

100r if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? ' If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who
ask him! niv

So how should we think about unanswered prayer?

God’s heart is to us

Romans 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-—how will he not
also, along with him, graciously give us all things? niv

The world is more than we

Job 38:1-4 Then the Lord answered Job from the whirlwind: 2 “Who is this that questions my
wisdom with such ignorant words? 3 Brace yourself like a man, because I have some questions
for you, and you must answer them. * “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?
Tell me, if you know so much.” NLT

We can trust God’s and praying.

Hebrews 4:16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence,
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. niv
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