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Fully son: We are truly his children. 
John 1:12-13 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 
will, but born of God. NIV 
 
Ephesians 5:1-2 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  NIV 
 
1 John 3:1a How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! NIV 

 
What does that mean to us? 

Dad gives us safety and security. 
Deuteronomy 33:12 About Benjamin he said: “Let the beloved of the LORD rest secure in 
him, for he shields him all day long, and the one the LORD loves rests between his 
shoulders.” NIV 

 
Dad takes pleasure in us. 

Colossians 1:10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and 
may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God. NIV 

 
Dad is patient with our shortcomings. 

 
Galatians 4:4-5 But when the appropriate time had come, God sent out his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we may be adopted as sons with full 
rights. NET 

The Greek term υἱοθεσία (huiothesia) was originally a legal technical term for adoption as a son with full rights of inheritance.  

Galatians 4:6-7 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 
calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, 
God has made you also an heir. NIV 

 

Favorite son 
God chose us. 

Romans 8:31b-32 If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, 
but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?  
NIV 

 
We are loved the same. 

John 17:23b [Jesus prayed to the Father,] “May they [who will believe in me] be brought to 
complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me.” NIV 

 
Does God love us more? No. But he does love us the same. We (including Jesus) are all his favorites! 

 
 



Sonship 
 
Deuteronomy 33:12 About Benjamin he said: “Let the 
beloved of the LORD rest secure in him, for he shields 
him all day long, and the one the LORD loves rests 
between his shoulders.” NIV 
 

John 1:12-13 Yet to all who received him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God. NIV 
 

Romans 8:15-17 For you did not receive a spirit that 
makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 
16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are 
heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we share in his sufferings in order that we may also 
share in his glory. NIV 
 

Romans 8:29 For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. NIV 
 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 Do not be yoked together with 
unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness 
have in common?...16What agreement is there between 
the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of 
the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them 
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they 
will be my people.”    

17“Therefore come out from them and be separate, 
says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive 
you.” 18“I will be a Father to you, and you will be my 
sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” NIV 
 

Galatians 3:26-29 You are all sons of God through faith 
in Christ Jesus, 27for all of you who were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. NIV 
 

Galatians 4:1-7 What I am saying is that as long as the 
heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although 
he owns the whole estate. 2He is subject to guardians and 
trustees until the time set by his father. 3So also, when 
we were children, we were in slavery under the basic 
principles of the world. 4But when the time had fully 
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
law, 5to redeem those under law, that we might receive 
the full rights of sons. 6Because you are sons, God sent 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls 
out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a 

son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an 
heir. NIV 
 

Ephesians 1:4-5 For he chose us in him before the 
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship 
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure 
and will. NIV 
 

Ephesians 5:1-2 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly 
loved children 2 and live a life of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God. NIV 
 

Philippians 2:14-16 Do everything without complaining 
or arguing, 15so that you may become blameless and 
pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and 
depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the 
universe 16as you hold out the word of life — in order 
that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or 
labor for nothing. NIV 
 

Hebrews 2:10-11  In bringing many sons to glory, it was 
fitting that God, for whom and through whom 
everything exists, should make the author of their 
salvation perfect through suffering. 11Both the one who 
makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the 
same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them 
brothers. NIV 
 

Hebrews 12:6 “…The Lord disciplines those he loves, 
and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.” NIV 
 

1 John 3:1-2 How great is the love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. 2Dear friends, now 
we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when he appears, 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. NIV 
 

1 John 3:10 This is how we know who the children of 
God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone 
who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor 
is anyone who does not love his brother. NIV 
 

1 John 5:18-20 We know that anyone born of God does 
not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps 
him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 19We know 
that we are children of God, and that the whole world is 
under the control of the evil one. 20We know also that the 
Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so 
that we may know him who is true. And we are in him 
who is true — even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the 
true God and eternal life. NIV 
 

Revelation 21:7 He who overcomes will inherit all this, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son. NIV 


