A Family United

The Church is not a building where people go; it is not an event, but
the church is a group of people, a family

In Christ we are:
A family
Christ’s Body
His army

His bride

Ephesians 2:18-19 For through him we both have access to the
Father by one Spirit. Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people
and also members of his household,

The plan of Jesus is unity in His family (His church)

John 17:20-23 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for
those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. |
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as
we are one— | in them and you in me—so that they may be brought
to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and
have loved them even as you have loved me.

1 Corinthians 12:12-31

We must relentlessly pursue unity in love:

1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each
one of you is a part of it.

Each of us has a role in strengthening the Body

Ephesians 4:1-16

Building up the Body of Christ

Actions that build up

2 Corinthians 13:10 This is why | write these things when | am absent,
that when | come | may not have to be harsh in my use of authority--
the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you
down.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it
does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres..

Galatians 6:1-2 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you
who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch
yourselves, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens,
and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

Words that build up

Ephesians 4:29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to
their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.

Thoughts/Attitude that builds up, Attitude
Philippians 2:3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,

Romans 14

Prayers that build up

Colossians 1:9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we
have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you
with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit gives,



